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The Ramblers' Association, Sussex Area 
36th Annual General Meeting, 2.30pm 28 January 2012   
Boxgrove Village Hall, Chichester, West Sussex PO18  0EE 
�

AGENDA 
 
Welcome by the Chairman, Clive Grumett 

 

Approval of the Minutes of 35th Annual General Meet ing held on 15/01/11 

 

Presentation for approval of Area Annual Report & A ccounts for year end-

ed 30/09/11 

 

Election of Honorary Chairman    

                            

Election of Honorary Area Officers 

                         

Election of Individual Members of Area Council     

 

Nomination by Affiliated Clubs of representatives o n Area Council 

 

Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 

Proposals for “Sussex Rambler” (see press officer’s  report) 

 
 
RA General Council 21/22 April  
 

Motions for consideration and Nomination of Area Delegates 

 

Close of formal business 

 
Refreshments 
Address ,Open Forum  
5.00pm close  
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Sussex Area Chairman’s Report 2011 
 
This year we have seen a number of highs and lows. Looking at some of the 
lows first: - 
 
· We lost the contested footpaths at the Bayham Abbey and Burgess Hill 

Public Enquiries. 
· Horsham & Billingshurst Group was wound-up and dissolved. 
· Vacancies still exist on Area Council for Treasurer and Publicity. 
· Sussex Membership numbers continue to decline. 
 
On a brighter note a number of the highs were: - 
 
· Ramblers CO accepted the “Branch Group” concept developed by Sussex 

Area calling it the “Flexigroup”.  
· Sussex Young Walkers became Ramblers’ first “Flexigroup” in October. 
· The nine Sussex Groups held successful AGM’s, which were attended by 

members of the AEC. 
· AEC attended Ramblers General Council and Malcolm McDonnell had the 

Sussex Area motion adopted. 
· A monthly e-mailed Sussex Rambler (Now Open) has been launched by 

Chris Smith to improve communication and information flow to Sussex 
members  

 
Behind the scenes the team that make up Area Council assisted by Area Execu-
tive Council continue to carry out the numerous tasks that make Rambling in 
Sussex work. Malcolm McDonnell and Graham Elvey are stalwarts in dealing 
with the multitude of footpath issues. Anne Parker has managed both the Area 
Secretarial and Treasurer roles. Brian Cheater has ably looked after the South 
Downs matters, Brian Bailey has dealt with Area Access issues, and George 
Tribe as Countryside Secretary has responded to the increasingly contentious 
planning issues. Celia Parrott has successfully strived to improve membership 
reporting and Chris Smith has dramatically improved our electronic communica-
tion. James Mansson completes the line up as Webmaster and Sussex Young 
Walkers officer. Finally John Harmer, although standing down as Publicity Officer 
in January, has shadowed the position whilst a successor is sought. 
 
Sussex Area submitted comments to Ramblers on the draft response to the Gov-
ern-ment’s National Planning Policy Consultation (NPPC), wording of which was 
used in the final response to the Minister. Thanks to George Tribe for his lead on 
this contribution. The NPPC is not the only legislation the Government is seeking 
to amend. Rights of Way,  Access and Coastal Path all appear to be under re-
view and we will need to be ready to respond to these as Government direction 

becomes known.                                                                  ��������	
��� �
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 ANNUAL REPORT  

Abbreviated Accounts for the year to 30 September 2 011 
Budget for the year to 30 September 2012  

  

2010 
  

Details  2010-11 
  

2011-12 

Actual    Actual  Budget  Budget  

  INCOME       

11,500 From Ramblers CO 12,615 12,500 14,963 
51 Other   100 - 

  Closed Horsham & Bill’shurst Group    3,218   - 
  Donation           3   - 
  Interest           8   7 
  Profit from sale of shares 24     

11,551 Totals  15,868 12,600 14,970 
          
  EXPENDITURE       

7,000 Group funding 8,794 8,858 8,480 
- Walks/Leader training - 150 50 

2,956 Newsletters/Publicity    3,473 3,160 4000 
202 Practical work - - - 

1,065 Campaigns/Casework - - 1500 
356 Meetings 601 375 400 

1,237 Administration 1419 1,255 2910 
23 Other 200 75 130 

2,850 Projects from Designated Funds 1,354 3,500 2000 
15,689 Total expenditure  15,841 18,873 19470 

          
  AREA FUNDS        

11,127 Fund b/f 6989     
(4,138) Surplus/(Deficit) for the year 27     

6,989 Total Fund as at 30 September  7016     
          

  REPRESENTED BY       
6,836 Cash or cash due 7016     

153 Investments -     
6,989 Total  7016     
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Acting Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Annual Report for the year ended 30 September 2011 gives the    
abbreviated accounts and balance sheet.  Included is the budget for this  
current year.  You will notice that the actual figures for the year are better 
than were budgeted, ending with a surplus of £27.  The accounts have 
been examined, signed off by the Independent Examiner and accepted by 
Sussex Area Council. 

 
We have been without an Area Treasurer since April 2011, and we have 
been managing as best we can.  I would like to thank all Group Treasur-
ers, who have been very prompt (and accurate) with their returns, and our 
Independent Examiner, Derek Knight, for his patience. 
 

If you feel you could take on the Area Treasurer’s role, please contact me 
and I will be very happy to give more details.  This is an ideal time to start 
the job, as the next busy time is not until July 2012 when we again begin 
preparation of the budgets. 
 
 

�

��������������������������

Balance Sheet as at 30 September 2011 

     2010 
£ 

     2011 
£ 

6,836 Unity Trust Bank 7,016 

153 Investment RA Services Ltd* - 

- Creditors - 

6,989 NET ASSETS 7,016 

      

  Represented by:    

4,339 General Fund 3,516 

2,650 Designated Funds 3,500 

 
    *  Investment repaid September 2011      
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East Sussex Footpaths Officer’s Report 

Despite three resignations, new volunteers have boosted the Local Foot-
path Secretaries to forty seven. There is lots for them to do, with a large 
number of diversions and other path orders to be dealt with. And after 
years of us offering our services, East Sussex County Council has piloted a 
scheme that allows Local Footpath Secretaries to provide official reports 
and pictures on over-cropped paths. This saves multiple visits by over-
stretched RoW Officers and speeds up the enforcement process.  

ESCC have introduced online path problem reporting on their website 
which has met with mixed reviews. While it is a positive step, it does raise 
people’s expectations regarding the resolution of the problems. However, it 
should give officers more time to do work on paths rather than paper.  

I again attended Ramblers General Council to propose a motion calling on 
the Board to increase the number of staff who carry out rights of way work, 
either by training or recruitment. I am pleased to say it was adopted without 
opposition. Without the dedicated support of staff at Central Office I would 
be unable to do my job.  So as usual I conclude with a big thank you to 
them, and to the Local Footpath Secretaries. I ask Ramblers’ members to 
continue coming forward to support the paths that we all enjoy. We still 
have fourteen parishes in the county with no Ramblers volunteers assigned 
to them, so if you think you might like to help look after the paths in your 
area, please call me on 01892 770606.  

������
�����

����

West Sussex Area Footpath Secretary's Report  
 
There were eight resignations from Local Footpath Secretaries (LFPS) this 
year.  However with six new volunteers and one existing LFPS taking on an 
additional parish the numbers were only down by one, but the number of 
parishes covered decreased by three to a total of twenty seven.  LFPS play 
an important part in monitoring and protecting the condition of the rights of 
way network and if you can help please contact me on 01403 790996 or 
candg.elvey@virgin.net.  Many thanks to the existing LFPS for their help 
and support over the year.  
 
WSCC  have reorganised the management of the Public Rights of Way and 
are now responsible for the inspection and maintenance of the rights of 
way across the whole county including the South Downs National Park ar-
ea.  To date sixteen RA Members have volunteered as Parish Path Inspec-
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tors and will be assisting WSCC in their proactive nine-month inspection pro-
gramme of all the rights of way.  The volunteers have received training and 
appropriate kit and a number are already inspecting on their own. 
 
 
I have continued to attend quarterly WSCC/User Group Dialogue meetings. 
Issues raised with WSCC included the management of rights of way, mainte-
nance and responsibility for G roads, rights of way and development, sign-
age and the Definitive Map consolidation process.  Our input also helped to 
improve the operation of WSCC’s imap. 
 
Since April I have been a member of the Countryside Access Forum for 
West Sussex (CAFWS) representing walker’s interests.   

�����
�������
South Downs Report                                                                         
After a year in ‘shadow mode’ the South Downs National Park Authority  
(SDNPA) took on its statutory operational responsibilities for the National 
Park on 1st April.  The Authority is run by a Board of 27 Members, with re-
sponsibility to keep the South Downs a special place. Full details of the 
NPA’s statutory responsibilities and its busy first six months can be explored 
on www.southdowns.gov.uk  
 
Points of interest include: 
 
· Planning. The Authority is the statutory Planning Authority for the Na-

tional Park, with its planning committee deciding significant applica-
tions and the 15 LA’s operating within the Park processing most (96%) 
of the planning applications to NPA criteria.   Its work so far has been 
generally praised but controversially, on 14 November, conditional 
permission was granted for the revised application for the King Ed-
ward VII hospital site, near Midhurst (148 apartments in the restored 
grade II listed former hospital and 240 homes in the grounds).  

 
· Sustainable Communities Fund.  £400k has been allocated to this 

grant scheme to support local community projects.  So far some £295k 
has been allocated to some 36 projects, ranging from £1.95k (de-silt 
Alciston Village pond) to £30k (improve facilities at Butser Ancient 
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SDNP Local Access Forum.  This statutory group was established in May with 
22 members but unfortunately Sussex and Hampshire Ramblers are not repre-
sented. Therefore we will need to use the good offices of the South Downs 
Society to represent any views we may have on how the public rights of way 
network and access land is being managed in the National Park.   
 
 
We have been an active member of the South Downs Network whose main 
function is to act as an information exchange between its 44 members on 
South Downs matters. Please contact ecochris.todd@gmail.com to receive 
regular updates.   

����
���������
 
West Sussex Countryside Secretary’s Report 
 
 
During the past twelve months it has become clear to me that it is impossible 
for one person to effectively oppose the tide of development that is afflicting 
West Sussex, even in the current depressed economic times.  Because of that 
I have sought to establish links with other like-minded groups such as the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England and the Save Our Sussex Association, 
along with a    number of smaller, disparate groups. 
 
There have been many minor victories, but these have been short-lived be-
cause inevitably, the attractions of money have goaded developers to re-apply 
and    re-apply yet again where necessary.  In almost every case the planning 
authorities have given in and the destruction of rural Sussex continues with 
increasing intensity.  This is accompanied by Ministers of the Crown whining 
about the green belt.  They, in their London-centred world seem not to under-
stand that much of rural England, including West Sussex, has no green belt or 
indeed, any protection at all from rapacious developers. 
 
The grand finale has been the approval this week of the scheme to build four 
hundred or so dwellings at the King Edward VII site north of Midhurst.  The 
spot where all of this will take place is in the middle of the South Downs Na-
tional Park, has no infrastructure, is miles from anywhere, will be entirely car-
dependant and will be an affront to all reason and common-sense and well    
illustrates where West Sussex is going. 

�������������
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Area Membership Secretary’s Annual Report  
 
Here are the membership figures for year 2010/2011  

 
 
Membership numbers are down in most RA groups and our Area is no excep-
tion. It concerns us all, as the strength of an organisation like ours lies not only in 
the income generated by members, but also in the numbers backing our cam-
paigns. 
 
When Horsham and Billingshurst Group closed, members were offered transfer 
options to other groups.  The majority joined Crawley and North Sussex Group. 
 
I have continued to send monthly updates and half yearly full lists to Group 
Membership Secretaries. All groups are now able to receive these electronically.   
 
Most new members have their Email address on their record at Central Office 
and are able to receive the extra newsletter, but progress is slow getting others 
to do the same. 

�������������   

Group  1.10.11
  

Yearly  
Change  

1.10.10 Trans 
From 
H & B 

Net 
change 

SX01 Arun-Adur 451 -  46   497        2 -  48 

SX02 Brighton & Hove 638 -  30   668   -  30 

SX03 Heathfield & District 85 -  13     98   -  13 

SX04 Mid Sussex 525    20    505      10    10 

SX05 Crawley & N Sussex 298  133   165    161 -  28 

SX06 South West Sussex 419 -  35   454        1 -  36 

SX07 Beachy Head 323  -  31   354   -  31 

SX08 Rother 318 -  27   345   -  27 

SX09 High Weald Walkers 262  -    7   269        2 -    9 

SX10 Horsham & Billingshurst 0 group 
closed 

-253   253     

SX50 Sussex Young Walkers 21      0     21        0 

SX98 Area only members 146    18   128      43 -  25 

Totals  3486 -271 3757     
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Webmaster’s �Report 
�
Apart from the usual maintenance on the Sussex Area website (http://
www.sussex-ramblers.org.uk/), such as the updating of Area Officer and Group 
information, and the lists of vacant Footpath Secretary posts, the main develop-
ment on the site has been the launch of the online editions of both Now Open 
and Sussex Rambler. 
 
Now Open is available to all via http://now-open.sussex-ramblers.org.uk/. It is 
concerned with informing people of the successful efforts to re-open or keep 
open footpaths throughout the county. 
 
Sussex Rambler is a broader publication, which is only made accessible to mem-
bers. It covers the material from Now Open as well, but also includes articles on 
a range of other Ramblers-related topics. For instance, the most recent issue 
covered the rally to save woodland walks and the re-launch of Sussex Young 
Walkers as a Flexigroup. 
 
I’d like to offer my thanks to Chris Smith for his efforts in producing the above 
publications. He also deserves credit for his effort in putting together the various 
Press Releases that are added to the site on an irregular basis. I’d also like to 
thank everyone else who has supplied content for the site. Without it, there 
would be nothing to put up! 

��
� ���
  �
�

Access Officer’s Report 

This year started with the debate about keeping Our Forests Public which had so 
much impact that the Government appears to have backed down – a temporary 
success but please be vigilant! The Ramblers response to this is set out in five 
points which are : 
 
· Public access is maintained and enhanced. 
· Public rights of way and access land are properly managed. 
· No sale or transfer is completed until the purchaser has committed to pre-

serving and maintaining access. 
· Where access is currently not secured in law, this is remedied through 

CROW act dedication. 
· The local community is consulted and given the opportunity to play a full and 

active part in woodland management, including first-refusal on purchase. 
The SDNP set up its Local Access Forum to which I applied for membership but 
was unsuccessful. It seems that the Authority was inundated with requests to 
join.  I am attending as an observer and will be able to speak to any issues that 
have Ramblers’ interest.  
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Meetings are quarterly and held in Arundel Town Hall. Of course should anyone 
else want to attend then they would be welcome. Alternatively if anyone wants 
points raised then they could ask me to speak on their behalf. 
 
Two points have arisen through contact with the South Downs Society. 
· They have produced a set of maps illustrating some “joined up open access 

walks” details of which are available on their web site. 
· Action on disputed access land is being examined and I have been asked to 

attend a meeting that will, I hope, clarify any disputes. 
����
��������

Sussex Ramblers co-organised  an event on  Forestry  sales!"�photo by Clive 
Grumett 
 
Press Report   
 
 have put out a number of press releases.  You can see them at http://
www.sussex-ramblers.org.uk/press.php  I have recently upgraded the press list, 
which has resulted in a better response, but I welcome suggestions of particular 
reporters on your local paper who may be sympathetic. I also welcome ideas for 
news releases. I also organised a rally and ramble to highlight the issue of the 
proposed forestry sell off. 
 
But my main work has been in developing Sussex Rambler (SR). For some 
years we have been putting out SR twice a year to members.  We wanted to 
send it out four times a year with Walk magazine, but central office finally re-
fused to do this. So we have continued to send it out twice a year, but I think that 
this is to infrequent to be of much use.  It is also expensive.  
 
Each time we mail you it costs roughly 50p and this cost is likely to rise in real 
terms.  I had already set up an email newsletter, called “Now Open” which was 
circulated to parish councils, elected council members, other walking organisa-
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tions and Sussex area activists.   
 
So I suggested to the area executive that I put a version of this out to all our 
members who have given their email to central office under the heading 
“Sussex Rambler”.  I have been doing this for a number of months now.  Only 
about 750 of our 3250 members have given their email addresses to central 
office and about 70 of these are out of date, but we have been able to com-
municate monthly news at no cost.  If you would like to get this please give your 
email address to Ramblers Central office. 
 
I would like to put two options for the AGM to vote on: 
 
1) To put out SR monthly with only one, larger paper mailing for the AGM 
OR 
2) To put out SR monthly by email but with only 2 editions of the paper version 
as we do now.  

I favour option one.                                                                 ���������	� �
 

Publicity Report 

The Ramblers’ 75th anniversary culminated in Sussex with the Baton Walks in 
November. Although this was given good publicity locally, I was not aware of 
much nationally!  
  
A publicity meeting was held in December for those responsible for group      
publicity to exchange ideas and view resources available. I had indicated my 
intention to stand down as Area Publicity Officer at the forthcoming AGM and 
hoped that one of those attending would volunteer for the post. 
 
My final Area publicity event was at our AGM in January. I was pleased that 
many showed interest in the display. With nobody willing to take my place, I 
agreed to continue in a caretaker role, at least until arrangements were made 
for storing publicity material and equipment. At time of writing this is still unre-
solved.  
 
As I am still Rother Group Publicity Officer, I offered to assist other Group      
Publicity Officers, but not all groups have anyone responsible for publicity. We 
had a display at Fume Free Friday at Lewes in April where I provided publicity 
items and Brighton & Hove Group the volunteers. I responded to an invitation 
from Tesco to provide a display as part of Bexhill Walking & Cycling Week in 
June. 
 
Rother Ramblers has been promoting its Shorter Walks programme with post-
���� ���� �	
���� ��� �
��	�
� ��� 	
����
���� ������ ����������� ��� ����� ���
��� ��� ��������
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more members. Also, I have had “Take a hike” leaflets overprinted for Sussex 
Young Walkers to do mass distribution by hand.  
 
I hope each group will take seriously the task of publicity, in the light of falling 
��������
�� ������ ��� ����� ����� ���� ��������
�� ��������
��� �� �� ��� ������������
re-double our efforts to find a new Area Publicity Officer (preferably with IT 
skills) to take over the reins from me. 

���
�#��
����$�����%�������	��������&''�����  
 

This photo, by Paul Adams, is of Bosham harbour, in  the heart of the land 
managed by  Chichester Harbour Conservancy.  Our sp eaker,  Judy Dar-
ley, will talk about the work of the Conservancy. 

Gates for Stiles 
 
The East and West Sussex Footpath Secretaries have been talking to their respective 
Highway Authorities in order to participate in the replacement of stiles with more useable 
gates.  The cost of replacement will be part funded by Ramblers and it is intended to pro-
vide easy access walks where possible. 
 
In East Sussex the County Council has proposed creating an Easy Access walk of about 
four miles centred on Westfield village. The scheme would also make the 1066 Country 
Walk stile-free all the way from Westfield to Pett.  The Westfield Parish Footpath Group, 
Sussex Ramblers and Battle Ramblers affiliated group have surveyed the route and 
agree that replacement of 10 stiles with metal gates will do the job, and propose to pay 
for six of them. ESCC and landowners will provide the remainder. ESCC is proceeding 
with landowner negotiation and planning the work. 
 
In West Sussex we have confirmed our continued participation in their stile/gate replace-
ment initiative which has been running for some years.  WSCC have replaced 74 stiles 
with either a gate or a gap since the 1st April 2011. 
 
We shall now be consulting with Groups, Local Footpath Secretaries and other members 
to identify routes or particular stiles which users would benefit from replacement.  We will 
then discuss with WSCC the agreement of the landowner, funding of the replacement 
and who will do the practical work, including the possible use of volunteers. 



 14 

What have the Romans – sorry Ramblers, ever done fo r us? (With apolo-
gies to Monty Python) 

Disgruntled member: So what have they given us then, for £30 a year? 

Footpath volunteer 1: A legally-protected national footpath network? 

Disgruntled member: Oh. Yeah, yeah, they did give us that, ah, that's true, 
yeah. 

Footpath volunteer 2: And the mass trespasses on the Pennine moors? 

Disgruntled member: Yeah, all right, I'll grant you the footpath network and the 
mass       trespasses, the two things the Ramblers have done. 

Footpath volunteer 3: And saving the 1:25000 map series that the OS was go-
ing to       abandon. 

Disgruntled member: Oh, yeah, obviously the maps. I mean the maps go with-
out saying, don't they? But apart from the footpath network, the mass tres-
passes, and the maps….. 

Footpath volunteer 4:  Access to heath, moor and mountain? 

Footpath volunteer 1: The law on coastal access? 

Footpath volunteer 2: The walks they organise, the walkers they encourage? 
And all those paths unblocked, cleared and protected! 

Footpath volunteer 3:  Yeah! Yeah, that's something we'd really miss if the 
Ramblers folded. 

Footpath volunteer 4: Training for footpath workers. 

Footpath volunteer 3: And they pay for legal help if we need it. 

Footpath volunteer 2: Yeah, they certainly do that. Let's face it, they're the only 
ones who could in the current climate. 

Disgruntled member: All right, but apart from the footpath network, the mass 
trespasses, the maps,  walks, access, training and legal help, what have the 
Ramblers ever done for  us?                                   Malcolm McDonnell                                                     

 
 
Text too small? 
 
See an enlargeable version of this material 
on our web site at www.sussex-
ramblers.org.uk/ 
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WHY NOT MAKE A DAY OF IT?  

There will be a 
walk of approxi-
mately five miles 

from the Hall start-
ing at 10.00am, led 
by Colin—contact 

07757 609686. 
 

The walk will visit 
Boxgrove Priory 

and Halnaker 
Windmill (pictured) 

 
Pictures by Lind-

say Deans 
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�will be held at Boxgrove Village Hall, The Street, Boxgrove, Chichester, West 

Sussex PO18 0EE Grid Ref SU 906076�
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